
 

Blackstone LaunchPad Startup Weekend 2019  
Student Guide & Code of Conduct 

 
 
ABOUT TECHSTARS STARTUP WEEKEND: 4/26-4/28, UCLA 
Techstars Startup Weekend is designed for people interested in learning more about entrepreneurship 
and what it feels like to start a company. In just 54 hours, you will experience the highs, lows, fun, and 
pressure that make up life at a startup. As students learn how to create a real company, they’ll meet the 
very best Techstars mentors, investors and founders who are ready to give them the ultimate 
entrepreneurial experience building a real venture. 
 
 
WHAT’S DIFFERENT? 
Techstars Startup Weekend is run in over 700 cities and 150 countries worldwide each year. The 
Blackstone LaunchPad powered by Techstars Startup Weekend is unique in a few ways: 
 

★ LAUNCHPAD STUDENT PARTICIPANTS: Attendees must be freshmen or sophomores enrolled in 
a University with a Blackstone LaunchPad entrepreneurship program.  

★ MULTI-CAMPUS: Out of thousands of Techstars Startup Weekends, this is THE FIRST 
multi-campus event to be held in the history of the program, which means you’ll get to work with 
students from other Universities from the US and Ireland that share your interests. 

★ EVENT SCALE: 4 students from over 20 LaunchPad Programs in the US and Ireland will attend. 
★ TECHSTARS-ORGANIZED: The event is fully supported and organized by the Blackstone 

LaunchPad powered by Techstars team. 
★ FOLLOW-ON PROGRAMMING: Students that participate become “Student Entrepreneurs in 

Residence” and are empowered by Techstars to return to their Universities and lead their own 
Techstars Startup Weekend - Techstars will be here to help! 

 
AGENDA 
See our event website for the latest agenda: 
http://communities.techstars.com/usa/blackstone-launchpad-ca-usa/startup-weekend/14313 
 
VENUE 
Address: Rolfe Hall, Lecture Hall 1200, Los Angeles, CA  90095 
Venue Hours: 8:00am - 10:00pm (all participants must vacate and return to their hotels after 10pm) 
Food will be served in a separate building next door - we’ll cover these logistics the first day 
 
 
DIRECTIONS 
Interactive Campus Map: 
http://maps.ucla.edu/campus/ 
  

 

http://maps.ucla.edu/campus


 
Maps, Directions, and Parking: 
http://www.ucla.edu/maps-directions-parking/ 
 
Parking Structure 5, Level 6 (302 Charles E. Young Drive, North, Los Angeles, CA 90095) 
 
Permit and Pay-by-Plate parking. Visitors may park in designated pay station parking areas. Once parked, 
go to the nearest parking pay station to purchase duration of parking time needed. Pay using exact cash 
amount or with a credit card. Motorcycle and scooter parking available. $8/day 
 
 
UBER  
We have provided an Uber code for you  to use for all transportation for the weekend. The code is good 
for 8 rides, up to $50 each (to/from the airport, to/from the venue each day). Please navigate to this link 
to redeem the code: https://event.uber.com/claim/?code=e8jk0q9 
 
Note: Make sure you only redeem the code once  - we have a limited number of codes! 
 
We suggest using this address for dropoff at UCLA: 10745 Dickson Ct, Los Angeles, CA 90095 
 
HOTEL 
Hotel Angelino 
Please see your campus leader for details on your hotel and booking 
 
SIGNUP FOR THE WEBINAR 
Live Info Session and AMA: Tuesday, April 9th, 3:00pm EST 
STUDENTS - PLEASE REGISTER HERE: 
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/ts_blackstone_students/register 
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HOW DOES THIS WORK? 
On day 1, you’ll have the opportunity to meet other attendees and pitch your idea (if you have one). 
Attendees select the top ideas based on this pitch event, and teams are formed. The rest of the weekend 
is devoted to working on that startup idea, including marketing research, forming a basic business plan, 
and creating a pitch. On Sunday, all teams will have the opportunity to pitch in front of judges, and the 
winner will be announced.  
 
NOTE: The idea / startup you pitch should be something you have *not* worked on extensively.  
Startup Weekend is designed to be an entrepreneurial experience for attendees that have little to no 
previous experience starting a company, and the days are built around working on a brand new idea from 
scratch. So, if you already have an active startup, you really won't get much out of the event, and neither 
will your teammates!  If you do have an idea, be open to coming up with something new for this event, or 
jumping on another team to assist and lend a hand. 
 
FAQ’s: 
 

● What’s the team size?  
○ Teams will ideally have 3-5 members. 

● Can I work with students from my school or my friends?  
○ Probably not! :) Teams will be a mix of students from multiple schools - you probably will 

not work with any other students from your University. (This great networking and 
team-building experience is all part of the fun!) 

● Who is going to guide us through the weekend and give us instructions? 
○ Team formation and the weekend overall will be guided by our awesome facilitator, 

Carley Jacobson! You’ll never have to question what you should be working on. 
○ We will have mentors on site to help you Saturday and Sunday morning. 

● Is there food and caffeine? 
○ Don’t worry - all meals (and snacks) are provided throughout the day(s)! Meals will be 

served in the building next door to the event venue 
● What should I wear? 

○ Dress comfortably! You will be at the venue for long hours, so wear whatever makes you 
comfortable. 

● What should I bring? 
○ It’s a good idea to bring a laptop, charger and a notepad for researching ideas, creating 

your pitch, etc.  
● Is there a prize for winning? 

○ You get the great honor of saying you “won” the inaugural Blackstone LaunchPad 
Techstars Startup Weekend. But really, all attendees are winners - you got an amazing 
experience and learned from the best on what it’s like to start a company.  
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CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
We realize this is an exciting experience, and we want you to make the most of it! We also trust you to be 
professional and a shining representative of the schools who nominated you. To help make it easy for 
you, we’ve created a Code of Conduct that we ask you follow. If any of the organizers of the Techstars 
Startup Weekend notice a violation of this Code of Conduct, we will take appropriate action to ensure that 
you and the students you are working with have a fun, educational and safe experience.  
 
Note: It’s likely that your school has its own Student Travel Code of Conduct - we suggest you contact 
your LaunchPad leader to ensure you are compliant with code as well! 
 

1. Represent Your School and Yourself.  Participants’ behavior traveling to or from, or during the 
event, should be such that it reflects positively on the group or organization, college and the 
individual at all times. This also applies to participants’ conduct during social activities or times 
when no formal activities or meetings are scheduled, such as late evening and early morning 
hours.  

 
2. Be Courteous. At all times, participants will show respect and courtesy toward others. Because 

sleeping and travel arrangements might be shared, tolerance for individual differences and needs 
will be practiced.  

 
3. Dress Appropriately. Participants will dress appropriately for each situation - use your discretion. 

Although this is a casual event, clothing should be appropriate. 
 

4. Be Present. Participants will attend the event in its entirety. At no time should a student leave the 
campus or the program without notifying an Organizer of the reason.  

 
5. Be Punctual. Participants will show up on time, or notify the Organizers and their teammates if 

they will be late.  
 

6. No Alcohol, Please. Alcoholic beverage consumption will not be tolerated at the event. Underage 
drinking will result in local law enforcement being called, your campus leadership notified,  and an 
immediate dismissal.  
 

7. No Drugs. The use and/or possession of illegal drugs, handguns or weapons is not tolerated and 
will result in disciplinary action. 
 

8. Don’t Break the Law. Participants responsible for theft,  vandalism or other illegal activities during 
the course of the event will be subject to disciplinary action.  
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Event Page: http://communities.techstars.com/events/14313 
 
Still want to learn more about Techstars Startup Weekend in general? Follow this link: 
https://startupweekend.org/ 
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